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ChHRhRTERIONE 


" NO, SO FAR 
EVERYTHING IS 
GOING WELL. 
NOTHING’S HAPPENED-- 
NOT EVEN A MINOR SET 
BACK. LAST TIME I 
TALKED TO THE ASTRONAUTS, 
AT LEAST--THINGS WERE 
RUNNING SMOOTHLY 
AND RIGHT ON 
SCHEDULE. 


WELL, JUST 
KEEP AN EYE ON 
THEM. THIS IS 
A DANGEROUS 
MISSION--THAT’S 
WHY You're 

THERE. 


I KNOW 
WHY T’M HERE. 

IF THEY LOSE 
CONTAINMENT--I 
HELP THE ASTRONAUTS 
INTO THE ESCAPE POD 
AND ZIP THEM BACK TO 
EARTH BEFORE THEY 
RUN OUT OF AIR. IT’S 
SIMPLE, CECIL-- 
THIS IS EASY. 


EASY-- 
RIGHT. JUST 
KEEP YOUR EYES 
OPEN, WHO KNOWS 
WHAT’S OUT THERE-- 
AND FOR GOD’S SAKE-- 
AT LEAST STAND UP 
AND ACT LIKE YOURE 
READY TO SAVE THEM 
IF SOMETHING 
DOES GO 
WRONG. 


WHAT IS IT? 
WHY ARE YOU 
CONSTANTLY 
STARING 


I REMEMBER 
THE TRAGIC EVENTS 
OF MARCH SIXTEEN. 
HIS FIGHT WITH OMNI- 
MAN WAS ALL OVER THE | 
NEWS FOR MONTHS. 
ALL THOSE PEOPLE 
DIED--IT WAS 
TRAGIC, YEAH. 


BO YOU 
TRUST HIM? LT 
MEAN--REALLY 
TRUST HIM? HE’S 
ONLY HALF HUMAN-- 
AND HIS ALIEN FATHER} 
TRIED TO TAKE OVER THE 
WORLD FOR HIS PEOPLE-- ff 
THE VILTRUMITES 
OR WHATEVER THEY’RE 
CALLED. DON’T 
YOU REMEMBE 
THE-- 


YEAH--HIS FATHER, 
WHO WAS ONE OF OUR 
MOST BELOVED HEROES, 
OMNI-MAN, TRIED TO 
TAKE OVER THE WORLD. 
HIS FATHER KILLED 
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE 

= THAT DAY. 


BEEN TO THE 
MONUMENT. 


THEN HIS 
FATHER JUST 
LEFT THE PLANET-- 
DISAPPEARED. OR 
SO WE’VE BEEN LED TO 
BELIEVE. YOU’VE HEARD 
THE THEORIES--THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT 
STRUCK A DEAL WITH 
OMNI-MAN--THAT 
HE NEVER 
LEFT. 


; IF THAT’S 

TRUE--INVINCIBLE 

HERE WOULD HAVE 
HAD SOMETHING TO DO 


WITH IT. REGARDLESS-- 


THIS KID’S FATHER 
WAS AN EVIL-- 


Sloe MAN. BUTI/M 


SUPPOSED TO 
IGNORE THAT 
AND TRUST THAT 
THIS GUY IS GOING 
TO SAVE ME IF 
SOMETHING GOES 
WRONG. I DON’T 
TRUST THIS 
KID--I JUST 
DON’T. 


YES--OMNI-MAN 
TRIED To TAKE over \Y 
THE WORLD--BUT 
DON’T FORGET 
INVINCIBLE STOPPED 
HIM. HE SAVED 
US ALL THAT 


AGAINST HIS 
FATHER--AND 
PROTECTED US. 


AND DIDN’T YOU SEE 
THE PARADE? HE 

JUST STOPPED SOME 
BIG ALIEN MENACE 


> 


THE GUY % 
FROM REACHING 
EARTH AND TAKING JUST SEEMS 
OVER. 
Proce 
Now HE’S 


HELPING US 
PUT AN OUTPOST 
ON THE MOON SO 
WE CAN MONITOR 


FOR MORE SPACE 
BORNE THREATS 
BEFORE THEY /| 

» REACH US. 


YOU HEARD THE 
RECORDING OF 
THEM TALKING 

aNeai7 THE FIGHT. f 


INVINCIBLE 
DIPN’T BACK 


THE 


FIRST OFF--WE’VE GOT 
ALOT OF WORK TO DO AND 
NOT ALOT OF TIME. BETA 
TEAM IS COMING IN HERE IN 
SIXTEEN HOURS TO WORK 
ON THE INNER STRUCTURES. 

WE HAVE TO HAVE THIS 
\ VPOME SECURE, COMPLETE 
AND FUNCTIONING 
» BEFORE THEN. 


7 SECOND--L 
WAS ON THE MARS : 
/ _MISSION WHEN WE WERE YAN 
TAKEN CAPTIVE. INVINCIBLE 
SAVED US. IF IT WASN’T 
FOR HIM WE WOULD HAVE 
BEEN EXECUTED. 


LISTEN--YOU’RE MORE 
THAN WELCOME TO THINK 
WHATEVER YOU WANT TO 
THINK--BUT DON’T SAY 
ANYTHING BAD ABOUT HIM 
WHILE I’M IN 

ARSH 


MARK--I’VE RADIOED 
THE ASTRONAUTS TO LET 
THEM KNOW--I NEED 
YOU DOWN HERE FOR A \ 
MOMENT. T’LL Give YOU £ he 
DIRECTIONS EN ROUTE. NGS 
—. ITS ABIG (aa) . 


GET 
MOVING. 


7 | 


V | | 
‘Nt 1 | / j I 
: | V : ra re| 
| / 
= — per A ND GUARDIANS OF 
| i, Pl MAN ue ano OPS ON 
aa ta ( I) HEM IN, TOO 
h 


a i= 


—— , 


UROWN ff 
UNTIL THEY 
arrive? 4% 


OH, 
YEAH-- I 
THINK--1’VE 
BEEN 
PRACTICING. 


I SHOULD 
BE OKAY. 


7 FORGIVE Me IF 
I DON’T STAND 
STILL TOPROVIDE 


OU THE 
OPPORTUNITY. 


ANYWAY -- 
WHAT GIVES, 
BIG GUY?! 


a 
CAUSING ALL === 
KINDS OF 
TROUBLE! P 


T’LL DESTROY ALL 
pe ps UNTIL 
AND I WANT De ANDS ARE 


Met! 
JorLo! TPEMAND THE PECSIDENT 


I PROMISE THAT 

IF YOU DESTROY ALL 

OF NEW YORK THE 

ONLY THING We’LL 
BE MAKIN 


HE’S 
t 


4 
Re . / NOT KIDD 


NG-- 
I SUGGEST 
— sé AHASTY [it 
=< SURRENDER. 


zy 


THIS GUY’S 
OBVIOUSLY NOT Yoo 7 2= 
f ALL HERE, FOLKS-- | 
ren I DON’T THINK : 
pte KILLING HIM 


= AGO 4 
EDMAN RUNS THE GLOBAL 
DEFENSE AGENCY, WHICH 
EMPLOYS INVINCIBLE. 


HOW’P THAT BUSINESS 
WITH THE GIANT GO? 


DID THE GUARDIANS F/ 
TAKE HIM DOWN? 

. EVERYONE ALL 

r RIGHT? 


“ 


eaSgenoce 
UNITED STATES 


PENTAGON 


WELL--FIETEEN 
PEOPLE PIED AND 
OVER ONE HUNDRED 
WERE INJURED IN 
THE WHOLE THING, 
S0 NO--EVERYONE 
1S NOT ALL 
RIGHT. 
BUT THE 
GUARDIANS OF 
THE GLOBE TOOK 
HIM DOWN. YOU 
WANT TO HEAR 
THE REAL KICKER 
OF THE WHOLE 
THING? 


THE GIANT THE TWO OF THEM BELIEVE IT OR 
IS AN EIGHT WERE PULLED INTO HE NOT--THINGS LIKE 
YEAR-OLD THE OTHER DIMENSION. V BECAME KING THIS HAPPEN 
Boy. WHILE THERE--THE OF SOME VAST FROM TIME TO TIME. 
BOY WAS ENGHANTED EMPIRE OVER THE IT JUST USUALLY 
BY SOME COURSE OF A YEAR—- DOESN’T RESULT IN 
SORCERER, TURNED 4 UNTIL ONE OF HIS DAMAGE THIS... 
INTO THAT PUBLIC. 


GRANDMOTHER 
ACCIDENTALLY 
OPENED SOME 


Sieasnts 
SERIOUSLY? ) ~ Some KIND OF 
HERBAL REMEDY 
FOR THEIR 
CAT, 


SPEAKING 
OF THE 
PUBLIC... 


DON’T BE NERVOUS, 
KID. YOU’VE DONE A 
WORLD OF GOOD FOR 
THESE PEOPLE-- 
AND THEY LOVE 
YOU FOR IT. 


UH... 
YEAH, ALMOST 
FORGOT ABOUT 

THIS. 


| PORTAL TO ANOTHER 


ENEMIES SENT 
HIM BACK 


GATHERED MEMBERS 
OF THE PRESS, T 
APPRECIATE YOUR 
PATIENCE. I NOW TURN 
THE FLOOR OVER TO 
THE MAN OF THE HOUR 


HIMSELF-- 
INVINCIBLE. 


NOT REALLY, NO. I’ve 
YOU’VE BEEN VERY ALWAYS BEEN HELPING 
DILIGENT IN YOUR OUT--DOING MY PART. 
WORK OVER THE I GUESS WHAT I’ve 
LAST FEW MONTHS, BEEN DOING LATELY IS 
THE INVASION FROM A BIT MORE NEWs- 
MARS, SAVING 
THESE ASTRONAUTS 
TODAY... 4 


ANY REASON 
FOR YOUR 
INCREASED 
PUBLIC 
PROFILE? 


DO YOU 
THINK YOU DO 
WHAT YOU DO ASA 


I’M WELL AWARE OF 
THE HORRIFIC ACTIONS 
OF MY FATHER. I KNOW DO--NOT AS 
| WHAT HIS PLANS FOR AN APOLOGY TO 
, THIS PLANET WERE-- THE HUMAN RACE-- 
» ANP I STOPPED HIM OR TO TRY AND 


FROM CARRYING 
THEM OUT. ; 
i THE EVENTS 


OF THAT DAY ARE 
SOMETHING THAT 
ARE ALWAYS ON MY BELIEVE THAT IT 
MIND. IT’S NOT IS THE RIGHT 
SOMETHING I’LL EVER 
FORGET AND IT DOES 
\ GUIDE MY ACTIONS 
" TO A CERTAIN 


EXTENT. I’M ONLY 


TRYING TO 
DO WHAT’S 
RIGHT. 


IF |e oe 
Coe een 
is ic e 


CR} Lk 
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I KNEW IT--READING 
THOSE STUPID BOOKS 
AGAIN. IF YOU’RE HERE 
AT ALL, YOU’RE READING 
THOSE STUPID BOOKS. 
\ I SWEAR YOU MUST 
HAVE READ THOSE 
SIX TIMES EACH | 


IT’S 
IMPORTANT, 
WILLIAM. 


THESE BOOKS WERE WRITTEN BY 
MY FATHER WHEN HE FIRST CAME 
TO EARTH. THESE “STUPID” BOOKS 
TELL STORIES ABOUT THE 
VILTRUMITES--I KNOW THEY 
REVEAL ei DEFEAT 


EXCUSE 


NW Wi Me IF T’D REALLY 
ss LIKE TO GET RID 
(AMA\ OF A HUGE THREAT 
6) TO THE ENTIRE 


I REALLY MISS AMBER. 
I DON’T KNOW WHAT I’M 
DOING WITHOUT HER--I 
NEVER KNEW HOW MUCH TI 
RELIED ON HER--HOW 


MUCH TALKING TO 2 GN 


KNOW, MAN... 
HER... HELPED. MY GRADES SOMETIMES IT 
HERE AT THE JUST FEELS 
UNIVERSITY Aee =—- LIKE THINGS 
GETTING WORSE. | ARE FALLING 
I SERIOUSLY THIN : 
I’M SCREWED HERE. 


I DON’T THINK I 
CAN TURN THINGS 
AROUND THIS 
SEMESTER. 


YEAH, WELL-- YEAH, DUDE-- WHAT IF I 
THE COSTUMED YOU BROKE UP ASK HER OUT, 
PARTS OF MY WITH HER. WHY HUH? 
YEAH. I LIFE ARE THE ARE YOU UPSET? Pay 
SAW YOU ALL ONLY PARTS YOU OBVIOUSLY OF WHICH, DIDN’” 


THAT DON’T 
TOTALLY 
SUCK. 


OVER THE NEWS 


DIDITFORA YOU DUMP AMBE 
TODAY --THAT REASON, 


ALREADY--WITH 
AMBER LONG 
FORGOTTEN. 


WOULDN'T LAST-- 
AND THAT OUR 
RELATIONSHIP 
WASN’T FAIR TO 

HER BUT IT 


YOU HEAR 

THAT BED ON 
MY SIDE OF THE 

ROOM SQUEAKING 

AND SHAKING WITH 

HER IN IT AND YOU’LL 

NEVER THINK ABOUT 

HER AGAIN. 


STOP THINKING 
ABOUT HER. 


IF YOU'RE 
ABSOLUTE LAST GOING To BE 
THING [NEED = LIKE THAT I’M 
TO HEAR. OUT OF HERE. 
I’VE GOT PLENTY 
OF BETTER THINGS 
I GOULD BE 
DOING WITH 
MY TIME. 


OH, 
COME ‘ON, 
MAN--I WAS 
JUST TRYING 
TO HELP. 


MARK? 
WHERE ARE 
YOU GOING-- 
WHAT’S BETTER 
THAN HANGING 
OUT WITH 
Me? 


E DID 


YOU IN TELEVISION. 
ME AM NOT CARE 
HOW LARGE HERO 
Be. YOU IS FOOL KILLING MANY 


ENEMIES. NOT YOU-- 
AVE NO 


AM FACE 
OCTOBOSS. YOU HAVE 
N REASON AT 
Oo ATTACK. 
5 


YOu 
SOUND 
TOTALLY 
RETARPED. 


(oer 
VS ES. 
X\ cow —_~o7 oa 


ME COME HERE FROM 
OTHER WORLD! BEGINNING 
AM MISUNDERSTOOD-- 
SHOUT BUT NOT HEARD. ME 
TAKE TIME OFF TO LEARN 


OCTOBOSS 


MEME PLAGE EFFORT AM KILLING 
AM TASK. acti OU FO F 
riicter! , |NSULT: 


THE GRAYSON HOUSE, 
THE CHILPHOOP HOME 
OF MARK ANP CURRENT 
HOME OF HIS MOTHER, 
DEBBIE ANP HALF- 
BROTHER, OLIVER. 


NOT AS LITTLE 
AS HE WAS LAST 
TIME YOU SAW 
HIM BUT THAT'S 
ALWAYS THE 
CASE. 


WELL, HIS 


Be 
THANKFUL 
THAT DAD’S 


MOTHER’s ALIEN 
RACE ONLY LIVED 
FOR A MATTER 
OF MONTHS. 


VILTRUMITE PNA 
WILL SLOW THAT 
DOWN AS HE 
GETS OLDER. 


qr 


INVINCIBLE!” 


I’ve GOT 
TO STOP USING 
THAT LINE RIGHT 
BEFORE IT GET 
THE SNOT 
BEATEN OUT 
~ OF ME... 


OH, LOOK 
WHO’S 


GET SOME CLOTHES 
BEFORE I HEAD BACK 
TO SCHOOL. I JUST 
RUINED ANOTHER 
COSTUME. IF I FLEW 
BACK IN THAT ONE 
I’D ARRIVE 


IT BRINGS ME COMFORT... 
KNOWING THAT. I TELL YOU, 
I KNOW HE’S NO RELATION 
TO ME--I MEAN, HE’S ALOVE 


He’S IN THE 
BACKYARD, 
PLAYING. HIS 
TUTOR JUST 


CHILD MY HUSBAND SIzeD LEFT. ¥ 
ON ANOTHER PLANET AFTER au ce 


ABANDONING ME...I 
WANTED TO HATE HIM-- 
WHAT HE REPRESENTED, 
AT LEAST... 


GO SEE 
HIM. HE 
MISSES 
You. 


BUTI 
LOVE HIM 
AS IF HE 
was MY 
OWN. 


WHERE 
Is 
OLIVER? 


HEY, KIDDO. hegre BROTHER. Me? I’M IT THINK SO, YEAH. 
HOW YOU I’M WELL. I TRUST GOOD, THINGS MINE DIDN'T COME 
BEEN? YOU ARE WELL? ARE GOOD. UNTIL I WAS ne 


WHEN DO N 


YOU THINK I 
SHOULD GET MY 
POWERS? YOU 
GOT YOUR POWERS 
FROM OUR FATHER. 
I SHOULD HAVE 
POWERS LIKE 
YOU... RIGHT? 


easy F niRow 
I'D LIKE THIS BALL AND 


THAT. BUT 
HOW BO YOU Wes ae 


PLAY? 


TJ oo 


mt 


OKAY--BACK UP 
ALITTLE MORE. I 
THROW THIS BALL-- 
YOU CATCH IT IN 

THAT GLOVE. 


BE GREAT AT 
THIS. 


SORRY 
OLIVER--THAT 
ONE MIGHT BE 


I HAVEN’T 
TOLD MOM YET. 
I WANTED TO 
SURPRISE 
YOU. 


MISSION 
ACCOMPLISHED. 
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MY_OWN 
ia a8 SIDEKICK. 


\ 


YOU Too, Pe==q 


INVINCIBLE 
BOY? OLIVER. 


SORRY, I 
JUST CAN'T 
HELP IT. IT’S 
SO MUCH FUN 
I DON’T WANT 
Tostop. A 


V I REMEMBER THAT 
FEELING. I NEVER WANTED 
TO STOP WHEN I FIRST GOT 

MY POWERS. THIS ONE NIGHT 
TI WAS LYING IN BED AND 
I JUST HAP TO GET 
OUT AND-- 


THIS IS 
SERIOUS, 
MaRK--aNp 
YOU'RE NOT 
HELPING. 


THE BIG DEAL YOU COULD HURT ME YOU DIDN’T 


IS THAT OLIVER ON ACGIDENT--OR SEEM TO 
(IS STILL VERY HURT YOURSELF. IF WORRY TOO 
YOUNG--HE’S YOUR STRENGTH IS MUCH ABOUT 
NOT READY TO DANGEROUS? ALREADY KICKING IN, THAT STUFF 
HAVE THESE IT’S TOO--THERE’S ANY WITH ME. 


NUMBER OF BAD 
THINGS THAT COULD 
HAPPEN. 


POWERS. . DANGEROUS. 


-- YOUR 
FATHER. 


WELL, IF THAT’S I COULD 
QUIT 
SCHOOL. 


porated 
D 
GUIDE HIM AND HELP wey 
HIM FIGURE STUFF 
OUT--I COULD DO 
THAT. 


I’M FAILING MOST OF 


MY CLASSES--I’M JUST WITH MY POWERS T COULD DO 
NOT DOING WELL AT ALL. I’ve ANYTHING AND MAKE A LIVING. 
GOT TOO MANY DISTRACTIONS. WORLD’S FASTEST PIZZA DELIVERY 


I NEVER HAVE TIME TO DO MY ia BOY--ANYTHING. CECIL IS ALREADY 
HOMEWORK. ITM/ISS More _ANDLETIS  DayING ME MORE THAN I COULD 
CLASSES THAN I FACE IT... I’M EVER MAKE WITH A 


TOTALLY WASTING 7 7 
ATTEND. MY TIME THERE. REAL” JOB. 


colece 10 BUY 

OLL 0. BU 

TIME--NOT TO Me hel 

LEARN 
SOMETHING. 
TO BE A DENTIST? 
WHY WOULD I 

DO THAT? 


I’D BE BETTER 
OFF HERE-- 
TRAINING OLIVER. 
I COULD MOVE 
BACK HOME AND 
EVERYTHING. 


TELL ME WHY 
Tess, 
AND T’LL 
CONSIDER 


YOU’RE 
NOT STAYING. 


QUITTING 
SCHOOL. 


Dp NP 

THE UNITED STATES PENTAGON. 
CECIL STEDMAN HEAPS UP THE 
GLOBAL DEFENSE AGENCY. 


UNITED STATES 


SS 


‘PENTAGON 


IN THE MEDICAL CENTER, 
HEALING AFTER SUFFERING 
A GUNSHOT WOUND TO THE 
HEAD, BROKEN LEG AND 
SEVERED HAND. 


THIS IS AN 
IMPROVEMENT 
REALLY--I’D THANK 
THAT LIZARD LEAGUE 
GOON--IF HE 
WASN'T DEAD. 


Parking in Rear ©) 
\ Ye) 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING HERE, 
ANYWAY? I NEVER 
REALLY EXPECTED 
YOU TO VISIT. 


NEW HAND 1S 
PRETTY COOL--IT 
FIRES PROJECTILES 
AFTER I CHARGE 
THEM UP. IT’S GOT 
MUCH MORE RANGE 
THAN JUST 
THROWING 


THINGS. 


WHAT MAKES 

YOU THINK I’D 

BE VISITING 
HIM? 


SCUMBAG. OF You'Re 
THE UUST STOPPING 
cE HIGHES T BY ON YOUR 
WAY TO VISIT 
INVINCIBLE. 
THAT'S IT, 
GHTZ 


YoU KNOW 
THANKS. }) WHAT? I DON’T 


TSS 
Le 


WS 
SS 


I KNOW YOU 
ie oes SI 
HAD A THI HE JUST 
FOR HIM. HE’S 7a ae He 
A GOOD GUY-- BROKE UP 
YOU SHOULD WITH HIS 


GO FOR IT. 


UTAH, THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
BASE OF THE GUARDIANS OF 
THE GLOBE. 


I KNOW YOU’VE BEEN THROUGH 
ALOT IN YOUR TIME--MORE THAN 
ANYONE COULD BEAR, BUT YOU 
DON’T HAVE TO DO THIS. YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO ACT LIKE THIS ISN’T 
AFFECTING YOU. YOU CAN 
TAKE TIME OFF. 


I AM FINE. 
I HAVE DEALT 
WITH DEATH ALL MY 
LIFE. I AM SADDENED BY 
DUPLI-KATE’S PASSING 
BUT SHE IS NOT THE 
FIRST WIFE T 
HAVE LOST. 


MAYBE 
YOU SHOULD 
TAKE SOME 

TIME OFF. 


OWN WAY--IT WILL 
NOT EFFECT MY 
ABILITY TO LEAD THE 
GUARDIANS OF THE 
GLOBE. TO BE 


HONEST, I NEED — 
THAT'S THE y ATE "4 Be, 
UNDERSTANDABLE.\ DISTRACTION. OPS 
\ «IE You'Re y » } 


FJ >——z 


SO WE’VE GOT 
A PROJECTILE 
FROM DEEP 
SPACE HEADED HOW 
STRAIGHT FOR , LARGE? 
EARTH? 


AT THAT 
SIZE--WITH A 
TRAJECTORY 

THAT DELIBERATE 
IT MUST BE AN 
me 


I’LL MEET 
THE OBJECT IN 
SPACE--IT WON’T 


Bl IMMORTAL-- 
Ww. 


DID YOU SAY 
IT’S ORGANIC? 
APPEARS TO 

BE LIVING? 


I THINK 

I KNOW 
WHAT We’RE 

DEALING 


ieee 
T re eel 
HE GRAYSON 
hone" A — 


ARE YOU 
REALLY FAILING 
ALL YOUR 
CLASSES? I 
DIDN’T KNOW 
ABOUT THAT. 


THEY FINISHED 
THE SPACE 
STATION 
ALREADY. 


THIS IS 
SOMETHING 


HE’S OUT. HE DOESN’T 
USUALLY GO DOWN FOR 


A NAP THIS EASY. I 


TO 


GUESS FLYING MAKES 
HIM TIRED. 


YEAH. IT’S 
JUST HARD 


FIND THE 
IME. 


AT FIRST MORE THAN  ‘ 
NOW. I HAVE TO REALLY 

PUSH IT WITH MY SPEED 

TO BREAK A SWEAT FLYING. 
IT’S HARD TO EXPLAIN 
IF YOU CAN’T 
DO IT. 


ARE WE GOING 
TO DO WITH 


I CAN’T ARGUE 
WITH YOU. THINGS 


N 
HONESTLY, 


I JUST DO LIKE SCHOOL MUST 

NOT TAKE IT SEEM UNIMPORTANT 
SERIOUSLY. I WHEN YOU’RE OUT 

DON’T CARE IN SPACE TRYING 


TO SAVE THE 
WHOLE 
PLANET. 


ABOUT IT. IT’S 


WE CAN FINISH 
THIS LATER. GO 
ON--BE A HERO... 


HELP Me ouT? 
I’M LOOKING 
FOR-- 


CAREFUL 

\ THERE, PAL-- 

YOU'RE LIABLE 
5 TO HURT-- 


THAT TOOK 


ME OFF GUARD-- 
» BUT fie DIPN’T 


YOU’RE 
TOUGH, NO 


afl 


WORD TO THE 
WISE--A FEW MORE 
PUNCHES LIKE THAT 
AND ALL YOU’RE 2 
GOING TO DO IS PISS 
ME OFF. 


DOUBT, BUT I’ve Wh, 


FACED MUCH 
TOUGHER AND I’M 
STRONGER NOW 
THAN T EVER WAS 
THEN--MUCH 

STRONGER. _ 


$0... THIS IS YOUR 
LAST CHANCE TO 
SURRENDER. 


ne 
SUGGEST 
YOu ene 


IF IT’S 
A FIGHT YOU 
WANT--IT’S A 
FIGHT YOU’LL 
GeT! 


HOW DARE : 

B YOUTHREATEN 

ME? YOU ARE THE # 

ONE WHO IS ‘ 

INVADING MY 
TERRITORY. 


I’M IN 
NO MooD 
FOR 
SURRENDER. 


IT’S YOUR 
FUNERAL. 


F tuar's 
Boi! 


WHAT THE HELL 
IS THIS, 
INVINCIBLE? 


PERSON? 


I’M THE IMMORTAL. I... 
APOLOGIZE FOR THE 


MISUNDERSTANDING. 4 


Fn PLACE WE CAN TALK? 


ALLEN, PUPDE--PLEASE. 3m YOU GUYS 
THIS IS ALL JUSTA BIG QR CAN'T HEAR EACH 
MISUNDERSTANDING. y OTHER. IT’S JUST 
“ ME, I CAN HEAR 
YOU BOTH--YOU CAN 
HEAR ME. THE LINK 
DOESN’T GO TO 
EACH OF YOU. 


MY NAME’S 
ALLEN. IT’S 
C >) NICE TO MEET 

: YOu. 


EVERYTHING OUT 
HERE. I’M NOT 
ATTACKING OR 

ANYTHING. LI 
REALLY JUST 
CAME TO SEE Ay 
; HIM. ; 


HE’S : 
ALSO A TOTAL 
JERK. BUT HE’S BEEN 
THROUGH ALOT 
RECENTLY--SO CUT 
HIM SOME SLACK. 


NOT EVEN A LITTLE 
BIT. IMMORTAL, HUH? 4g 
I JUST FOUND OUT are Your | 
RECENTLY I MAY BE > I WOULD assume © 
IMMORTAL--UNABLE TO SO BECAUSE OF THE 
BE KILLED ATLEAST. . name. BUT RCALLY-- Je 
DON’T KNOW IF T'M ASSUMING GOTUS ~ 
B SAFE FROM OLD- & To WHERE We WERE 
AGE. A 860A FEW MINUTES 


YOUR DAD. YOU GOT 


I’D REALLY LIKE TO GET 
OUT OF SPACE FOR AT 
LEAST A FEW MINUTES 
DURING THIS 
VISIT. 


NICE 
© MEETING 
YOU, MISTER 
IMMORTAL. 


lad 5 a Lr 
THE DORM ROOM OF MARK i- = | r 
GRAYSON ANP WILLIAM | sf | I | 
CLOCKWELL. L ll | | 


DON’T SWEAT IT. I 
COME IN THIS WINDOW 
ALL THE TIME. THERE’S 
HARDLY EVER ANYONE 
ON THIS SIDE OF THE 
BUILDING--AND THE 
ODDS OF THEM LOOKING 
UP AT THE RIGHT 

TIME 


IS IT OKAY IF 
SOMEONE SEES 
ME HERE? LI 
THOUGHT YOU KEPT 
YOUR ABILITIES A 
SECRET FROM MOST 
: OF YOUR KIND. 


ALOT HAS 

TRANSPIRED AFTER I TOLD THEM 
SINCE WE LAST YOUR STORY I WAS 

\ | 6SAW EACH ATTACKED. THREE 

OTHER. VILTRUMITES QUESTIONED 


NEWS OF YOUR ME ON YOUR FATHER’S 
erat yee E WHEREABOUTS. THEY 
Pee Onairan ae WOULD HAVE KILLED 
- FLaNers, Youve . 

N AN INSPIRATI 
AYr7o our cause, / te Gor MORE 
FRANKLY. se POWERS THAN I KNEW. 
<] " WHATEVER DOESN'T 


AFTER WHAT THEY DID 
TO ME, I DON’T KNOW 
WAAT cen KILL 


THANKS. 


THAEDUS-- 
THE LEADER OF 
YEAH-- THE COALITION OF 
I NOTICED PLANETS SUSPECTS 
- THERE’S A MOLE 
WITHIN THE GROUP-- 
SOMEONE WHO TIPPED 
OFF THE VILTRUMITES 
~~ ABOUT MY REPORT 
You’Rre \ , ON EARTH, SENT 
BEEFIER. es TER 


I’M 
WORKING 
EXCLUSIVELY 
FOR HIM NOW-- 
HE SENT ME 
HERE. 


$0, THAEDUS IS 

THE GUY IN CHARGE 
THERE? HE RUNS 
THE COALITION OF 
PLANETS. WHY DID 

HE SEND YOU ¥& 


He 

WANTS ME TO 
BRING YOU BACK 
TO TALESCRIA, TO 
MEET WITH HIM. IF 
YOU'D LIKE TO 


YOU’VE GOT NO IDEA 
WHAT I’vE BEEN 
THROUGH RECENTLY. 
I’M NOT GOING OUT 
INTO SPACE AGAIN-- 
NO WAY. I--SPACE 
SUCKS. 


I’ve BEEN 
Y out inspace more AND I-- 
THAN I’VE BEEN ON 
THIS PLANET IN THE 
LAST FEW MONTHS. I 
JUST BROKE UP WITH 
MY GIRLERIEND--WHO 
I REALLY DID LIKE-- 
BECAUSE I’M GONE 
$0 MUGH. I NEVER 
GET To SEE 


WHAT#/ 


I’M NOT 
GOING ANY- 
WHERE. 


I DON’T THINK SO. NO. 

THAEDUS SEEMS TO VALUE 
YOU A GREAT DEAL. I DON’T PLUS 
THINK HE’D WANT ME TO L KINDA DIG 
RISK TURNING YOU YOU. YOU 

AGAINST US. SEEM LIKE A 
PRETTY COOL 
DUDE. 


THAT'S 
GOOD TO 
KNOW-- 
THANKS. 


I DON’T 
THINK I COULD 
TAKE YOU INA 


HOW MUCH I WANT 
TO HELP HERE, BUTT 
REALLY DON’T THINK 
GOING INTO SPACE 
) WITH YOU WOULD DO 


DID You 
SAY SOMETHING 
EARLIER ABOUT 
HAVING A 
BROTHER? /uu, YEAH... 
ALOT OF STUFF 
HAS HAPPENED 
TO ME TOO 
SINCE WE LAST A 
SPOKE. 


MY DAD 
WAS--ARE YOU 
COMFORTABLE? 

THIS MIGHT 
TAKE A WHILE. 


\ SOME TIME AND ONE 
LONG CONVERSATION 
LATER. 


OLIVER--YEAH. 


MY MOMS TAKING \ 


CARE OF HIM. HE, 
UH... WELL. I JUST 

FOUND OUT TODAY 
THAT HE’S ALREADY 
GETTING HIS 
POWERS. 


HE ALREADY 
HAS POWERS / REALLY KNOW HOW TO BLOOP VILTRUMITES ARE 


LIKE YOU? 


50, YOUR FATHER 
WAS TAKEN INTO 
CUSTODY THEN? THE 
VILTRUMITES TOOK 
HIM AWAY? 


I STILL CANT 
ELIEVE HE FOUGHT 
AGAINST THEM-- 

THAT'S JUST... I DON’T 
KNOW. WE DON’T REALLY 
HEAR A LOT ABOUT 
Z ROGUE VILTRUMITES-- 

YEAH, THEY \<~ é Wy, THIS IS--IT’S 
TOOK HIM AWAY-- ‘ JUST REALLY 
SAID HE WAS \ Na > INTERESTING. 
GOING TOBE / P= ~ 
EXECUTED. | rs 
; Yy, ; - TELL ME 
f MORE ABOUT 
YOUR BROTHER. 
YOUR MOTHER, 
THE EARTH 
WOMAN--SHE’S 
TAKING CARE 
OF HIM? 


WELL, HE DOESN’T I DON’T KNOW IF PURE- 


USE THEM YET AND BORN WITH THEIR POWERS-- 
HE’S REALLY YOUNG BUT MINE DIDN’T COME 
$0 HE’S PROBABLY UNTIL I WAS WELL 
NOT VERY INTO PUBERTY. 


POWERFUL. E> 


SHOW ME 
THESE BOOKS 

YOU WERE 
ee 


I’VE BEEN READING Lr 
THEM. LIKE I SAID-- SR 


I THINK THEY’RE ALOG (fy 
OF ALL THE THREATS TO 
THE VILTRUMITE EMPIRE 
THAT MY FATHER HAS 
ELIMINATED OVER 


THE YEARS. TO BE 
HONEST--I CAN’T 
MAKE HEADS OR 
TAILS OF THE STUFF-- 
THEY JUST READ LIKE 
SCI-FI BOOKS TO ME. 
I DON’T KNOW HOW TO 
FIND THE THINGS 
HE’S TALKING ABOUT-- 
OR IF THEY’RE 
EVEN REAL. 


THEY’RE 
REAL. THEY’RE 
DEFINITELY REAL. 
I’VE HEARD ABOUT 
SOME OF 
THIS STUFF. 


THIS IS THIS IS A HUGE DEAL. IF WE THIS WILL 
UUST--I COULD DECIPHER THE SUBJECT CERTAINLY 
MEAN-- OF THESE BOOKS--FIND THESE HELP. 


PLACES TALKED ABOUT-- 
ACQUIRE THE WEAPONS 
HERE. 


DO YOU 
MIND IFT 

SCAN THESE 
FOR MY 

RECORDS? 


AS 


i 


THIS IS 
HUGE. THE 
GREAT THAEDUS 

WILL BE VERY 
N PLEASED. 


Y’KNOW-— 
ANYTHING TO 
HELP OUT. IE YOU 
GUYS STOP THESE 
UERKS, I WON'T HAVE 
TO WorRY ABOUT 
THEM COMING HERE 
TO TAKE OVER MY 
PLANET ANYTIME 
SOON. 


ek 
o 


fa 


4 
LA 
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WELL--AFTER I’M 
DONE SCANNING THESE 
THINGS--I SHOULD 
PROBABLY HEAD ON 
BACK. I’VE GOT ALONG 
JOURNEY AHEAD AND 
I’VE GOT ALOT TO 

REPORT ON. 


I REGRET 
THAT YOU CAN’T 
ACCOMPANY ME-- 
BUT AGAIN, T 
APPRECIATE 


Y ” WHEN IT’S 
ot hl TIME TO ATTACK-- 


WHEN YOU NEED 
SOMEONE FOR THE 
ACTUAL FIGHT--IF 

THERE IS ONE-- 
GIVE ME ACALL. I 

JUST CAN’T JUSTIFY 

TAKING ALL THAT 

TIME TO FLY OUT 


THERE JUST «Bp 


YOU AGAIN 
SOON. 


LUCK WITH 
EVERYTHING, 
MAN. 


WELL-- 
IT WAS NICE 
SEEING YOU 
AGAIN. 


UTAH, THE RocKY 
MOUNTAIN BASE OF 
THE GUARDIANS OF 
THE GLOBE. 


I WAS IN 
A BLIND RAGE-- 
I COULDN’T-- 


IT WAS 
IMPOSSIBLE 
TO STOP 


IT BEEN A 
DIFFERENT 
CIRCUMSTANCE-- 


I UNDERSTAND. NO--YOU DON’T 
LOOK, We’VE BEEN UNDERSTAND. I’ve 
FRIENDS FOR YEARS. NEVER FELT LIKE THIS 

I’VE NEVER SEEN y ABOUT SOMEONE BEFORE. 
YOU LIKE ~ I DON’T THINK I AM EVER 
GOING TO GET OVER THIS. 

ee IT’S Aco 

y TIME TO 
ae? SOME / 


A CALL ITA 
: TEMPORARY LEAVE 
OF ABSENCE FROM 
THE TEAM IF YOU 
WISH--BUT I DON’T 


THINK I’M GOMING 
BACK. 
VS d/ AA 


THERESA, PLEASE 
SCHEDULE A MEETING 
WITH ROBOT FOR 
MY EARLIEST 
POSSIBLE SLOT. 


TELL 
HIM HIS OLD 
POSITION 
\ JUST OPENED 
— up. ZZ 


UPSTATE UNIVERSITY. cS 
THE DORM ROOM OF MARK 
GRAYSON ANP WILLIAM 

CLOCKWELL. | 


NO, 

WHAT You 
" NEED Is 

SOMEONE MAKING 

\ YOU GO TO CLASS 

EVERY NOW AND 


Na THEN: Z | 
Wis A | ee if 


OH, AND J 
JUST IN CASE N 
YOU FORGOT. WE 
NEED TO COME UP 
WITH SOME KIND OF 
SOCK-ON-THE- 
DOOR TYPE INDICATOR 
FOR “WILLIAM, THERE’S 
A GIANT, PREAKY 
ALIEN BOPY-BUILPER 
SITTING ON YOUR BED. 
DON’T OPEN THE DOOR 


UNLESS YOU WANT 
TO CRAP YOU 


UGH-- 
I DON’T EVEN 
UNDERSTAND 
THIS CRAP. 
I NEED A 
TUTOR. 


IT’S COOL. I’M OVER 
IT NOW. THINKING  \— 
BACK--HE WAS MORE STILL-- 
SILLY LOOKING THAN WHEN YOU’RE 
TERRIFYING. NOT EXPECTING | PANTS? 
SOMETHING ( 
LICE THAT... 


~ OH, YEAH-- 
SORRY ABOUT 
THAT. I DIDN'T 


\ REALLY THINK 
ABOUT IT THAT 
way. 


I DION’T 


EXPECTING 
MORE 
ALIENS? 


p ayes THREE | ho 


“ 


OF COURSE, EVE. 
T_HAVE FEELINGS 


WERE YOU 
GOING TO 


BROKE UP WITH FOR YOU. I WAS 
HER. I STILL HAD Us, JUST TAKING 
SOME THINGS T? 4. MEAN? SOME TIME. 
TOMENOW? Has BEEN 
vob Whee ALONG TIME 
THAT NAME BRAND 6 
ATOM Eve 
CONFIDENCE? I’ve 
NEVER SEEN YOU 
LIKE THIS. 


WHEN WE FIRST MET I WAS 
WITH REX, I LIKED YOU, YOU 
WERE SMART, FUNNY... 
ALTHOUGH I DIDN’T COMPLETELY 
NOTICE IT THEN, GREAT LOOKING, 
BUT I REALLY DIDN’T THINK 
ABOUT IT. YOU WERE A FRIEND. 
I WAS WITH REX. THAT 

WAS THE END OF IT. 


THEN... 
REX DID WHAT 
HE DID AND 
THAT WAS ALL 

R. 


AND YOU 
WERE THERE FOR 
Me. YOU WERE SUCH 

A GOOD FRIEND. 

THAT’S--THAT’S WHEN 
IT STARTED... AND THAT’S 

RIGHT WHEN YOU GOT 
TOGETHER WITH AMBER, 
TOO. IT WAS DEVASTATED-- 
SO WHEN WILLIAM 
ASKED ME OUT, IT 
ACCEPTED. 


HE WAS 
ALWAYS KIND 
OF A WAY TO 


IF HE EVER AFTER I BROKE UP I Missep I INVITED YOU 
EVEN IMPLIES WITH WILLIAM, I JUST-- vou ee TO COME STAY 
THAT WE SLEPT IT WAS PAINFUL TO BE WITH ME IN 

TOGETHER AROUND YOU. YOU AND AFRICA... I HOPED 

T’LL KILL AMBER WERE SO HAPPY YOU’D COME 
IT... L PIP GO TO AFRICA ALONE. 


TO HELP PEOPLE, 
TO DO GOOD... 


THAT 
IT DION/T WOULD MEAN 
HAPPEN. YOU DID HAVE 
FEELINGS 


BUT 
BEING AWAY 


BUT YOU 
BROUGHT 
HER. 


SORRY TO RAMBLE, 

I JUST WANTED YOU 

TO KNOW HOW I 
FEEL AND-- 


LOOK, YOU’VE 
BEEN A GREAT 
FRIEND TO Me FOR 
ALONG TIME, AND I 
CHERISH THAT. I 
JUST WANT TO TAKE 
(T TO THE NEXT LEVEL. 
T’VE WANTED TO TAKE 
\ IT TO THE NEXT Level 


YEAH, I 
KNOW YOU DO... 
I’ve KNOWN 
FOR A WHILE 
NOW. 


AFTER I WAS IN AFRICA 
WITH YOU--WHEN TI FLEW 
HOME TO FIGHT ANGSTROM 
LEVY. HE TRAPPED ME IN 
SOME ALTERNATE DIMENSION. 

IT TOOK THE GUARDIANS 

OF THE GLOBE OVER A 
DECADE BUT THEY 
SAVED ME. 


YOU WERE 
WITH THEM. THEY 


I’D BEEN STUCK IN 
THE DIMENSION... 
AND THEY SAVED 
I SAW YOU-- Me. 
AN OLPER YOU. 
SHE TOLD ME HOW 
YOU FELT ABOUT ME-- 
URGED ME TO LET YOU SHE’D BEEN, 
KNOW HOW I FELT I DON’T KNOW, 
WHETHER I LIKED OBSESSED WITH ME 
YOU OR NOT--JUST WHILE I WAS GONE ALL 
TO GIVE YOU THOSE YEARS. SHE 
CLOSURE. SEEMED REALLY 
DISTRESSED OVER IT. 


SHE TOLD YOU 
EVERYTHING? 


SHE JUST... 
TOLP YOU 
How I 
FELT? 


MARK, PID YOU 
HAVE FEELINGS 
FOR ME BEFORE 
SHE TOLD YOU 


S--ALL THIS... 
JUST BECAUSE 
YOU FEEL SORRY 
FOR ME.. 


YOU’RE GOING 
TO CLASS 
TOMORROW? 


AH, JEEZ-- 
> REALLY? 
THIS IS we 


ABSOLUTE LAST 
THING IT NEEDED 
TO HAPPEN TONIGHT. 


IS 
EVERYTHING 
OKAY? I 
THINK EVE WAS 


CRYING WHEN 
SHELEFT. A 


SOMETHING 
bh TO HER, BUT... 


KX 
(CA 
YS 
4 
Ha( CONCENTRATE. 
N ANOTHER || 


OT TRAPPED IN Al 
DIMENSION. I’M NOT FIGHTING 
GIANTS OR TRAVELING TO (EF L DON’T 
THE BOTTOM OF THE GO TOMORROW 

OCEAN. At aed NEVER 
0. 


UNDERSTOOD. 


I’VE HIT 
ALITTLE BIT 


THE GRAYSON HOUSE. 
HOME OF MARK’S MOTHER, 
DEBBIE GRAYSON ANP 
MARK’S HALF-BROTHER 
OLIVER GRAYSON. 


ENS GS 
{ela 
Was BS 


TRUST ME, THIS 

IS FINE. I DON’T 

MIND WATCHING 
OLIVER EVERY NOW 


OH, THANK 
YOU, 
OLIVER. 


APRIL, AND THEN SO YOU CAN 
ARE YOU SURE GO OUT OR WHATEVER. 
YOU’RE COOL SOME JOBS IN THE 

WITH THIS? 


PAST THE KIDS HAVE 
YOUR JOB TITLE ACTICALL 
DOESN’T INCLUDE 
BABYSITTER. 


Oliver, You 

BeTTer BEHAVE 

YOURSELF. ANTICIPATING 
THIS BEING 
“EUN.” WISH 


EVERYTHING 
WILL BE FINE-- 
JUST GO. 


UPSTATE UNIVERSITY 
WHERE MARK GRAYSON 

IS CURRENTLY ATTENPING 
CLASSES. ia 


TT ese 


HL) r 


S 
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WHAT 
ARE YOU 
SAYING? 


THERE’S 
ALLY NO 


POINT IN 
SHOWING UP 
Now. 


I CAN’T BELIEVE YOU 
REMEMBER MY SCHEDULE. 
EAH, I GOT TIME. WHAT 
ARE YOU IN THE MOOD FOR? 
PIZZA? HOTDOG? 


FOR ALMOST TWO 
MORE HOURS, RIGHT? 


I DON’T 
THINK I LIKE 
THE SOUND 
OF THIS... 


IS THIS 
ABOUT ME 
QUITTING 
SCHOOL? 


SOMEONE. 


I WASN’T LOOKING, 
REALLY. I MEAN, 
YOUR FATHER’S NOT 
EVEN BEEN GONE A 
YEAR... I DIPN’T 
WANT THIS To 

HAPPEN. 21 


WORKS FOR THE 
e———_/ | SAME REALTOR I’M 


OPEN Ff ~WORKING FoR. HE WAS 


HELPING Me OUT-- 
SINCE I WAS JUST 


STARTING, WE BECAME 
FRIENDS AND... I DON’T 


KNOW... HE ASKED 
ME OUT A MONTH 
AGO. 


THIS IS LY? I 


REALLY? 
GREAT, MOM. DON’T KNOW WHY, \ HAPPY, I’M HAPPY. I 
I’M HAPPY BUTIWAS ' HAD NOTICED YOU 
FOR YOU. NERVOUS ABOUT WERE, I DON’T KNOW, 


TELLING YOU. T 
DIDN’T KNOW HOW 
YOU’D REACT. 


BACK TO YOUR OLD 
SELF OR WHATEVER 


RECENTLY. 


SERIOUS YET, BUT I 
DIDN’T WANT YOU TO 
FIND OUT LATER. 

I WANTED TO 

TELL You. 4 


EXCUSE 
ME? 


— 


a 


_ 
ag 
Ui 


I WANT TO 
APOLOGIZE. 


YOU HAVE BEEN 


FOR THREATENING 


YOUR MOTHER. DESIGNATED THE 
THAT’S NOT HOW I VILTRUMITE AGENT 
WANTED THIS TO OF THIS PLANET. 
START. IT WAS THE WHAT STEPS HAVE 
ONLY way I YOU TAKEN TO 

THOUGHT I COULD eee cre Ua 


GET YOU ALONE 
QUICKLY. 


FOR THAT, I yee 
APOLOGIZE. 


TRUST 
Me. IF TWERE \ 
HERE TO HURT 
YOU--YOU’D 
ALREADY BE 


TO CLARIFY THINGS. 
T BELIEVE YOU ARE 

UNDER THE IMPRESSION 
THAT VILTRUMITES ARE 
WARMONGERS, A RACE 
TO BE FEARED, 
OPPOSED, EVEN 
DESTROYED. 


I’M HERE 
TO TELL YOU 
THAT YOU’RE 
MISTAKEN. 


“FUNDAMENTAL 
DIFFERENCES 2” 


THINK! 


DESPITE WHAT YOU 


I WON’T DENY THERE 
ARE FUNDAMENTAL 
CULTURAL DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN VILTRUMITES 
AND THE PEOPLE YOU 
WERE RAISED 
AMONGST. 


AND YOU 
STARTED BY 
THREATENING 
TO KILL MY 
MOTHER? 


OUR 
PEOPLE ARE 
QUICK TO TURN 
VIOLENT. IT IS 
SOMETHING WE 
ALL STRUGGLE 
WITH. HAVE 


YOU NOT 
EXPERIENCED 
THIS 
YOURSELF? 


KNOW ABOUT US AND 
OUR NATURE. YOU ARE 
MISUNDERSTANDING 
THE INTENT OF OUR 
DRIVE TO CONQUER 
OTHER WORLDS. 


WE TAKE 
OVER, YES, AND 
WE DO TAKE OUR 
SHARE OF A PLANET'S 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
BUT WE BRING SO 
MUCH TO THE 
PLANET IN 
RETURN. 


1S THIS PLANET NOT 
RIDPLED WITH DEATH 
AND DISEASE? ARE 
ee Tae 
A VILTRUMITE 
AND WAR? OCCUPATION WOULD wie 
RID THEM OF ALL THAT. eULe 
WE WOULD SHARE OUR pKa bom 
TECHNOLOGY, CURE = TRaNGrann 
THONGANGTIONED INTO A 
VIOLENCE WOULD UTOPIA, 
occur UNpER 7 >> 
OUR RULE. 


THEY’D 
Be FED AND 
HAPPY WHILE YOU 
SUCKED THIS 
PLANET DRY-- 
COMPLACENT? A. RUINING IT. 


IT WOULD TAKE HUNDREDS 
OF YEARS FOR US TO HARVEST 
WHAT WE NEED FROM THIS 
PLANET. DURING THAT TIME 
THESE PEOPLE WOULD 

EXPERIENCE AN AGE OF 
PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING 
LICE THEY’VE NEVER 
EXPERIENCED 
BEFORE. 


THIS 
WOULD LAST 
FOR GENERATIONS, 
UNTIL NO ONE EVEN 
REMEMBERED 
THE WORLD 
BEFORE. 


WHEN WE’RE DONE EXCUSE ME, 
WE WILL HAVE I HATE TO INTERRUPT THIS 1S VERY 
DESTROYED THIS THIS THRILLING INTERESTING BUT 
PLANET--THE SAME AS | CONVERSATION--WHICH T’VE GOT A THING 
THESE BEINGS YOU WE'RE RECORDING-- IVE GOT TO PO 
WISH TO PROTECT BUT T’VE GOT A RIGHT NOW. 


BIG JOB FOR PEOPLE ARE 
YOU. _ | DYING. 


SEE IF 
SHE'LL LET 
YOU BREAK 
AWAY. SEE 
HOW FRIENPLY 
SHE REALLY 
WANTS TO 


ARE ALREADY 
DOING. 


IT AM AWARE 
THAT YOU 
PROTECT THESE 
PEOPLE. IF IT WILL 
CONVINCE YOU THAT I 
AM COMPASSIONATE 
TOWARD THESE 
PEOPLE I WILL HELP. 


NOTHING 
WOULD Be 
LOST. 


JUST 


WE’RE SAVING 
WHATEVER. PEOPLE--NOT 
/ HURTING 
THEM. 


I’LL TRY 
MY BEST TO 
REMEMBER. 
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UH, NICE ONE. 
REALLY. NOW 
LET’S GET 
EVERYONE 
OUT OF THE 
WATER. 


~~ 


hy 
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L{ weet. Ps 
| S~=<t SK. 


TEED E 
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Fee! 
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pauaae 
gases 
) so @& 
fo 
YOU DID 


SOME VERY 
IMPRESSIVE 
work 


g Mh ak ie : 


WHATEVER. STILL, I CAN 
SEE THAT YOU 
CARE A GREAT 

DEAL ABOUT THIS 

PLANET AND ITS 

INHABITANTS. 


SHUFFIZ 


THE VILTRUMITES AND 
THESE PEOPLE DON'T \AN 
NEED TOBE AT ODDS. Be 

ie ea THESE PEOPLE 


OF THESE PEOPLE 

WOULD HAVE DIED 

TODAY IF I HADN’T 
BEEN HERE TO HELP? Ff : 
WOULDN’T IT BE NICE IF __—_ 

YOU GOT THIS HELP 

ON A REGULAR WOULPN’T 
BASIS? YOUR LIFE BE 
EASIER? 


I’M SORRY 
TO HEAR 
THAT. 


r’M 
STILL NOT 
CONVINCED. 


S0-- 
WHAT DO 
YOU SAY? ARE 
YOU GOING TO 
WORK WITH US? 


Ss. 
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YOU 
HAVE MADE 
A HUGE 
MISTAKE. 


STRONGER 
THAN YOU. I’M 5 
| FASTER THAN You. 


SMARTER 
THAN YOU. 


SO DON’T 
5 MOVE. YOU SO 
MUCH AS TOUCH \ 
ME AND IT’LL SET 
Me OFF. I TOLD YOU 
WHAT A NASTY TEMPER 
VILTRUMITES HAVE. 
YOU PISS ME OFF-- 
THINGS WILL 
GET NASTY. 


ve I THINK 
. / YOU CRACKED 2) 
yBAcK-- |S 
FEELS MUCH 
BETTER 


YOU HAVE BEEN APPOINTED 
THE VILTRUMITE AGENT OF 
THIS PLANET, CHARGED WITH 
PREPARING IT FOR EVENTUAL 
TAKEOVER. THAT IS NOT 
UP FOR DEBATE. 


YOU CAN CHOOSE TO 
OPPOSE US. YOU CAN 
DENY THESE PEOPLE 
YOU CARE SO MUCH 
ABOUT THE UTOPIA 
VILTRUM WOULD 
BRING THIS 


YOU ARE 
FREE TO IGNORE 
YOUR DUTIES BUT 
THAT WILL BRING 
CONSEQUENCES. 


Ee 2 
THEIR CIVILIZATION Pp 
WHILE WE TAKE 
WHAT We 


CURRENTLY 
OUR RESERVE 
FORCES ARE OCCUPIED. 

THIS IS, NO DOUBT, 
WHY YOU WERE GIVEN 
THIS ASSIGNMENT 
TO BEGIN WITH. 


THAT 
DECISION 
IS YOURS 


so 
I CAN’T 
REPLACE 
YOU Now. 


IN TIME, A REPLACEMENT 
FOR YOU WILL BE MADE 
AVAILABLE. ANOTHER 
VILTRUMITE AGENT WILL 
BE SENT HERE. IF YOU 
STILL CHOOSE TO OPPOSE 
US, YOU WILL BE KILLED 
AND REPLACED AT 
THAT TIME. 


zo FIVE MONTHS... | 
IT COULD BE 


WE WERE 
SENT TO ASSIST \— 
YOU. BDO YOU 
NEED MEDICAL 
ATTENTION? 


AY 
nN | 


OH, MOM--YOU’RE 
STILL HERE. I 
THOUGHT YOU WOULD 
HAVE LEFT 
ALREADY. 


YEAH--SHE’S WHAT, LIKE I’M 
GONE. IT’S ALL NOT SMART ENOUGH 
TO COMPREHEND 
YOUR COSMIC 


SPACE FIGHTS OR 
SOMETHING? 


IT’S NOTHING, 
MOM. REALLY-- 
JUST FORGET 
IT. 
VILTRUMITE 
STUFF. 


AT LEAST. 


ARK, 
THIS WILL 
BE FASTER-- 
‘LL WHIP BACK SAB 
H \ { 
ECA \ 
Wy : <f 
re he 


G00--WELL. 
THINGS ARE 
GOING 
WELL. 


TEACHING MY 


STUFF? 


OH, HELLO, YOU 
MUST BE MARK. 
I’M APRIL. I DON’T 
Sate Nees 
; I HEAR $0 
HAVE We? I_ MUCH ABOUT YOU 
DON’T THINK WE HERE, I FEEL LIKE 
HAVE. I ALREADY KNOW 
YOU. BETWEEN 
OLIVER AND DEBBIE 
IT’S LIKE SOMEONE 
|S CONSTANTLY 
TALKING ABOUT 
YOU. 


YEAH? 
HEH. THAT'S 
COOL. 


THUS FAR, I BELIEVE I’ve 
COVERED ABOUT SIX YEARS OF 

GRADE SCHOOL IN THE LAST 

FEW MONTHS. AT THE RATE 
WE’RE GOING HE’LL BE 
TEACHING ME IN 
A COUPLE 


I PO MISS 


HER. I Love 


HER VERY 
MUCH. 


I WISH 
MY PEOPLE 


WOULD ALLOW ME > 


TO MARRY HER. 
MAYBE NOW THAT 
MY POWERS HAVE 
BEEN ENHANCED TI 


COULD CONVINCE 
: THEM TO 


ALLOW IT. 


AT THIS : 
RATE I SHOULD 
GET BACK HOME 
IN A FEW PAYS. 
NOT BAD REALLY, 
I’M MAKING 
GOOD TIME. 


I WONDER 
HOW TELIA IS 
DOING. I’M SURE 

SHE’S MAD THAT 
I’VE BEEN GONE SO 
LONG. SHE DOESN’T 
REALIZE HOW 
IMPORTANT MY 
MISSIONS 
ARE. 


I JUST 
HATE LIVING 
IN SECRET 
SO MUCH. 


1S THAT A 
VILTRUMITE 
A SHIP? I 
PS THINK IT IS. 
‘CRAP. 


MAYBE 
THEY DIDN’T 
NOTICE 
Me. 


Mae, 
'e, ae 


Ipon’T © 


SUPPOSE WE 
CAN JUST 
TALK THIS 

OVER? 


4 


» 


WHEN 
pip YOU 
GET SO ‘ 
STRONG?! 


WELL, Your Wy 
eM =| STRENGTH WILL 
BA BE QUITE USEFUL 
a> VERY SOON. YOU ame 
Mam MAY EVEN SURVIVE # 
PRISON LONG 
ENOUGH TOBE . MAYBE. 
BROUGHT TO 
TRIAL. 


OUR RECORDS INDICATE 
ak ON-SITE EXECUTIONS 
ty DON’T STICK WITH YOU. 
: > WE'LL HAVE TO RESORT TO 
ee SOMETHING MORE 
: THOROUGH. 


YOU’LL BE 
TAKEN TO OUR 
MAXIMUM SECURITY 
FACILITY--THE SUPER 
PRISON WHERE WE 
HOUSE OUR WORST 
OFFENDERS. IF YOU 
SURVIVE LONG ENOUGH-- 
YOU’LL STAND d 
TRIAL AND BE 
EXECUTED. YOU'RE = 
4 ALMOST NOT 
WORTHY OF 
THE HONOR. 


$0, YOUR FATHER 
WAS TAKEN INTO 
CUSTODY THEN? THE 
VILTRUMITES TOOK 
HIM AWAY? 


YEAH, THEY 
TOOK HIM AWAY-- 
SAID HE WAS 
GOING TO BE 
EXECUTED. 


YOU THINK YOU 
CAN DEFEAT ME-- SJ 
THROW ME IN 
PRISON? 


PRISON? 


I STILL CAN’T 
BELIEVE HE FOUGHT 
AGAINST THEM-- 


THAT’S JUST... I DON’T 
KNOW. WE DON’T REALLY 
HEAR A LOT ABOUT 
ROGUE VILTRUMITES-- 
THIS IS--IT’S 
JUST REALLY 
INTERESTING. 


GIVE IT 
YOUR BEST 
; SHOT! 


YOU ARE 


A FOOL TO I’ve 
TAUNT Me. KILLED 
BEINGS FOR 

Les 


I GUESS 
HE COULD DISH 
IT OUT--BUT HE 

COULDN’T 

TAKE IT. 


ANY 


m 
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MARK GRAYSON AND | Fa | | TTT nd 
WILLIAM CLOCKWELL. Mri il HL 


THIS IS 
STUPID! 


WHY AM T EVEN I’M ALREADY FAILING 
HERE?! WHY NG. 


THIS IS 
A HU 
WASTE OF 


le You WANT | Se 
TOGETA | 
BURGER. 


“FIVE YEARS 
OR FIVE 
MONTHS...” 


ZSIGHS 


I’M 
GOING TO 
NEED TO START 
WORKING 
OUT MORE. 


CROCKETT’S GRILL ANP 
FINE EATERY. WHERE 
DEBBIE GRAYSON IS 
ENJOYING A NICE 
EVENING OUT. 


HE DIDN’T THINK 
IT WAS TOO SOON... 
AFTER YOUR 
HUSBAND...? 


YOUR MAIN 
CONCERN. 


NO, IT WASN’T 


A CONCERN 
AT ALL. 


$0 HE TOOK IT WELL? 
THAT’S GREAT. HE 
SOUNDS LIKE SUCH 


A NICE BOY. I CAN’T 
WAIT TO MEET 
HIM, N 


ma 


IT’S TOO 
SOON? 


A 


HE IS, HE’S SO NICE. 
HE SAYS HE’S JUST 
HAPPY THAT I’M 
HAPPY. IT WAS 
VERY SWEET. 


NO, I... NO, BUT AS TIME 
I REALLY HAS GONE ON, 
DON’T. THE THINGS 

WHEN I’VE LEARNED 


NOLAN DIED IN SINCE HIS 


LIFE WAS OVER, 
TOO. IT HIT 
ME REALLY 


THE 
THING THAT 
UPSETS ME THE 


MOST |S KNOWING 
THAT HE NEVER 
REALLY LOVED 
Me IN THE FIRST 
PLACE. 


VILTRUMITE PRISON, 
Ma EXACT LOCATION 
mm UNKNOWN. 


NOLAN, 
FRIEND. You 
SEEM 
TROUBLED. 


WHAT 
(S IT THAT 
TROUBLES 
YOU $0? 


MY SPINE IS HEALING, 
I’M CLOSER TO 
PERFECTION EVERY DAY. [sal] 
ONCE IT AM WORTHY 
OF EXECUTION MY 
LIFE WILL BE 
TAKEN. 


IS THAT 
NOT REASON 
ENOUGH 
FOR MY 
MOOD? 


WE HAVE SHARED 
THIS CELL FOR SOME 
TIME NOW AND THAT 
IS SOMETHING YOU 
HAVE ALWAYS KNOWN. 
TODAY |S 
DIFFERENT. IT1S 
OBVIOUS TO 
ME THAT THIS 
|S SOMETHING 
NEW THAT 
TROUBLES 
YOu. 


RARER 


Gil 


Re 4 . ~ q 
4 aN 
AS on ) 


Wy \% 


.~ 


; LM 
wy s 
NEVER TOLD 
NEVER TOLD 
ANYONE. 


“a 


we’ve 
GOT TO STOP 
MY BROTHER 
BEFORE HE DOES 
SOMETHING 
STUPID. 


a4 


UNITED STATES “ 
see PENTAGON 


THE PENTAGON, HOME OF 

THE STRONGHOLD COMMAND 
CENTER OF CECIL STEDMAN, 
HEAD OF THE GLOBAL 
DEFENSE AGENCY. 


‘S | - di 


OS ek 


ROUTINE INTO OVERPRIVE. 
YOU’RE GOING TO SEE 


You’ eT E 
MAGNETIC FIELD, BENDING 
IT... GRUSHING IT, 
REALLY. 


THE 
RESISTANCE 
RESULTING FROM 
THE FIELD DISTORTION 


CAN FEEL IT 
WORKING. 


I CAN FEEL MYSELF 
GETTING STRONGER--I 
DON’T KNOW HOW QUICKLY 
IT ACTUALLY WORKS, IT 
MAY ALL BE IN MY HEAD, 
BUT THE MORE I LIFT 
THAT THING--THE THAT'S 
EASIER IT THE PLAN-- 
GETS. LET’S HOPE 
You'Re 


A FEW 
HOURS ON THIS 
THING EVERY 
DAY--AND I’LL BE 
READY WHEN THE 
VILTRUMITES COME 

TO EAI 


I THINK IT ALL JUST DEPENDS ON TIME. LUCKILY, IF THERE WERE YEAH-- vy. DON’T THINK 
HOW LONG IT TAKES THE VILTRUMITE THEY’RE PRETTY THEY’VE EVEN 
AGENT TO GET HERE, HOW MUCH TIME ARROGANT. CONSIDERED THE 


POSSIBILITY WE 


I’/LL HAVE TO SPEND WORKING OUT, 
COULD BEAT 


HOW MUCH TIME IT’LL TAKE TO GET 

MY STRENGTH LEVELS UP TO THEIR 

FULL LIMIT--WHATEVER 
THAT IS. 


2 FULL-SCALE INVASION 
OF EARTH, YOU WOULDN'T 

~N BE ALONE. 

Ps 


we’VE GOT 
THAT GOING FOR 


ul 
| THAT WE KNOW 
Ml THEY’ZE COMING... 
EVENTUALLY. THAT 
WAS A FOOLISH 
MOVE ON THEI 
PART. 


AS LONG 
AS I’VE GOT 
THE TIME-- 
THIS SHOULD 
BE APIECE 

OF CAKE. 


OKAY, WHERE 
EXACTLY IS THE 
EXIT IN THIS 
PLACE? I CAN'T 
SEEM TO 
FIND-- 


" OH--HEY, 
INVINCIBLE. 


YEAH--SOME LAST 
MINUTE ADJUSTMENTS 
TO MY NEW HAND. 
NOTHING MAJOR. 

I CAN 


CONTROL THE 
DISTANCE A 
LITTLE BETTER 
NOW. PRETTY 


OH, YEAH--SHE 
CAME TO VISIT ME 
IN THE HOSPITAL A 
DAY OR SO AFTER 

YOU DID. I FIGURED 

YOU’? WANT ME 

TO TELL HER. 


REX, I 
DIDN’T KNOW 
YOU Were 
HERE. 


N 


OH--WAS 

ITYOU WHO 

TOLD HER I 

HAD BROKEN 

UP WITH MY. 

GIRLFRIEND? 

GUESS EVE 
CAME TO 
SEE YOU? 


I JUST ASSUMED YOU HAD 
A THING FOR HER--BUT I DO 
THAT WITH EVERY GUY WHO 
MEETS A GIRL I’M DATING. 
I’M STARTING TO THINK 
I HAVE ISSUES. 


NO, I 
LIKE HER-- 
I JUST--IT’S 
COMPLICATED. 


I’M SORRY TO BREAK 
THIS UP BUT THERE’S 
A SITUATION THAT COULD 
USE YOUR ATTENTION, 


INVINCIBLE. 


sit 
SOMETHING. 


7 = A 
| Across TOwN-- | 
| THE SMITHSONIAN. | 


DROP KICK, 
PLEASE--CALM 
DOWN. T KNOW WHAT 


SS 
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SECURE THE DECLARATIO! 
OF INPEPENPENCE TO THE 


FIGHTING SKILLS TO 
A. DISPATCH THESE CAVEMEN! 


SO AM I GATHERING 
THAT YOU’RE NOT 

GETTING TOGETHER e's 
WTVE BEEN with *{ GUYS PATED FOR 

H 4 | he 

EVE--AND IF LTHOUGHT ~~ ~ HOW LONG? y 

I GOULD PATCH = 

THINGS UP BETWEEN 45 

. US, TWOULP. _< 


a 


> 


THREE YEARS... TRUST ME, $0 NOW’S 
ALMOST. WE WERE THOUGH--SHE ee YOUR 
CRIME-FIGHTING . CHANCE, 
PARTNERS FOR A We’RE COMPLETELY y Dupe! 
LITTLE BIT BEFORE 
THROUGH. I 
BLEWw IT. ‘“ 


I DON’T KNOW, MAN-- 
I MAY HAVE BLOWN IT, 


DON’T THINK IT’S 
GOING TO WORK 
OUT. 


I DO--I’VE JUST GOT 
ALOT GOING ON RIGHT 
NOW--LIKE THIS FIGHT, 
FOR INSTANCE. 


WHAT’S THE BIG 
DEAL--YOU LIKE \ eal: 
HER, SHE LIKES ™ 
YOU... YOU WANT BY THE 


HOW POWERFUL 

WAS THAT EXPLOSION-- 

YOURS IS STILL ALIVE, 
RIGHT? “4 A 


TO MAKE way, MINE’S 
THIS HAPPEN, DOWN--MISTER 
RIGHT? “I DON’T NEEP I’VE GOT 


REX’S HELP.” TO HOLD BACK, 


I DON’T WANT TO 


AS FAST WHEN I 
HOLD BACK. 


‘| 


= 


YOU'LL PIE 
FOR WHAT 
YOU DID! 


"4 J 
! YoU : 
S KILLED OUR 
. SISTER! 


Ve gine 


yi, 
~ | 


7 FOR THE 7 
ECoRD--1 \ ar 
DIDN’T KILL ji a 


‘OUR 
sister! 7 
(> ie _ zs 


WITH OUR SISTER’S 
pendent FIGHTING SKILLS 
ip —— 


GET WITH IT, 
BROTH 


v; 


N a 
[Xa 


DON’T 


a | 


ag, Some 
BU Re J 


i 
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TALK TO Me, 
PAUL. THIS 
ISN’T LIKE 


YOU, SISTER. 

I HADN'T SEEN 
YOU IN SO LONG, 
BECAUSE OF MY... 
WORK. I FELT 
$0 GUILTY WHEN 
I’D HEARD 


I DIDN’T KNOW IF YOU’D 
AKEN MY ADVICE AND 

ey YOUR ZERO TO 
(e] 


YOU KNOW I NEVER 
LIKED THIS REX PERSON... 


ELIEVE H. 
INVOLVEMENT WITH 
YOUR DEATHS. 

I DON’T TRUST 
HIM, 


SHE CAN TELL YOU-- 
RIGHT NOW, TELL HIM, 
KATE. I DIDN’T HAVE 
ANYTHING TO DO WITH 
KILLING YOU. 


TELL 4 » 
E Hin! Y 
\ S 
S wala. 


; \\ 
FS 


BACK OFF, 
IMMORTAL. 


TAKE A 
SECOND TO 
LOOK AROUND 


DON’T SPEAK TO 
HER THAT WAY! 

T’LL FINISH WHAT 
I STARTED-- 


ALL THIS FOR 


NOTHING. HE 
STOPPED REX AND 
I FROM PREVENTING 
A ROBBERY. HE 
ENDANGERED 
LIVES. 


| EN 


THE COUNCIL STATES THAT 


// IN ORDER FOR A VILTRUMITE 


TO BE EXECUTED... HE MUST 
BE COMPLETELY WHOLE AND 
INTACT, WORTHY TO 
STAND AND FACE THE END 


BUT Vi 
THEY SAID 
NOTHING OF 
BRUISES. 


CALM YOURSELF. 
ACCEPTED 
MY FATE LONG 
AGO. 


MAN, YOU SURE 
ARE PUSHY. IT’S : 
HARD TO W. pee 


DON’T YOU & We 
RemMemBeR IQ SN 
Me? a 


BACK ON EARTH. 


y THIS IS 
Jj UNACCEPTABLE! 
MULTI-PAUL WAS A 
DIRECT AGENT OF MY 
ORGANIZATION. THE 
FACT THAT HE IS 
INCARCERATED HERE 
ON AMERICAN 
SOILIS A 
TRAVESTY! . 


ee 


YOUR 
PREDECESSOR 
KNEW WHAT IT MEANT 
TO BE A MEMBER OF 


A as — 
A ae ae ae 
Lit 7 he 7 de 7 a 


THAT JUST AREN’T 
DONE. 


we 


oom ea 


A MEMBER 
CANNOT ALLOW 
ANYONE UNDER THE 


You 
UNDERSTAND 
THE RULES, 

DON’T 


YOU--? 


YES. OF COURSE 

I DO. WOULD I Be 

ANY GOOD AT THIS 
IF L DIDN'T? 


YOUR MAN 
a. ri WILL BE 
TIT AN oe RECOVERED FOR 
YOU. I SEEM TO RECALL 
ALREADY TELLING YOU 
THIS THROUGH AN 
INTERMEDIARY. BUT 
I DO APPRECIATE 
THE VISIT. 


IT’S GooD 
TO SEE YOUR 
COLLEAGUES 
FACE TO FACE 
FROM TIME 
ALL I NEED TO TIME. 4 
\S TIME. I’M NOT — 
EVEN SURE WHERE 
MULTI-PAUL IS 
BEING HELD. ONCE 
I DISCOVER THAT, 
HE WILL BE 
RECOVERED AND 
DELIVERED 


I APPRECIATE 
EVERYTHING YOU’VE 
DONE FOR ME IN THE 


PAST DURING THE 
TRANSITION PERIOD 
AFTER I TOOK OVER 

FOR MACHINE 
HEAD. 


(IT WILL 
BE DONE. YOU 
HAVE MY 


MACHINE HEAD WAS A 
MALCONTENT--HE WAS 
AN EMBARRASSMENT. 
I’M PLEASED TO SEE 
THAT YOU ARE 
A eee 


ISOTOPE, 
MAKE SURE 
MR. LIU MAKES 
IT HOME 
SAFELY. 


AA 


Ag 


I HAD THE PANTS ON 
BUT THEY DIDN’T EIT. 
THEY KEPT FALLING 
DOWN AND THERE 


AREN’T ANY SLOTS 
FOR A BELT-- 


IT’S 
A COOL 
COSTUME... 
I JUST-- 


THIS 
SUCKS! 


MEANWHILE, 
ACROSS TOWN. 


WHAT'S 
THE MATTER, | 
JAMES? 


EVER SINCE WE ESCAPED... 
WHEN THAT LOONY OLD MAN 


VES HAVE JUST 
GOTTEN WORSE 
AND WORSE. 


OM Ww 
IF YOU WANT. TETHER 
TYRANT AND 
MAGMANIAC--BACK 


IN ACTION! 
JUST SAY THE 
WORD. 


JAIT--WHERE 


r<" és t-. B Winey S 
\ \ WwW. ry Tae 
\ \ | \] _. ARE YOU GOING? CALM DOWN. 7m Way Oo 
\ 1 \\ ee, ‘a JUST GOING TO THE 
\ 7 we'e2 
\ Se) FOOD. 
\ \ {> 
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SURE YOU CAN. YOU JUST NEED 

TO FOCUS MORE. LOOK AT ME. I’M 
MONITORING YOU HERE, AND MY 

S| Robot CONSTRUCT IS PODGING AN 
Risa FIGHTING YOU AT THE SAME TIME 

WN YOU'LL GET USED 


I 
DO THIS. 


OH, I’M SORRY, RUDY. IT’S JUST... I'VE 


I REALLY DIDN’T MEAN NOTICED ALREADY... 
TO SNAP AT YOU LIKE I’M STILL GETTING 
THAT... I’M JUST... I’M YOUNGER, I’M 


Z 
ALREADY LOOKING A 
BIT YOUNGER THAN 
I WAS WHEN We 
FIRST GOT 
TOGETHER. 


FRUSTRATED. 


YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO 
APOLOGIZE. 


IS THIS IT?! 
THIS WON’T 


MEANWHILE, AT 
THE RUNPOWN 
APARTMENT OF 
TETHER TYRANT 


YOU THINK THIS 
IS EASY FOR ME-- 
TRYING TO MAKE THIS 
WORK?! I JUST SPENT 
AN HOUR IN A STORE 

FULL OF THINGS I 
KNEW I COULD JUST 
TAKE AND NOBODY 
COULD STOP ; 
Me! 


IF YOU’VE 
GOT A PROBLEM 
WITH IT--YOU 
SHOULD DO THE 

SHOPPING. 


YOU’RE 
RIGHT. 


LAST US MORE 
> THAN A DAY! 


IN CASE YOU 
HAVEN’T NOTICED-- 
THAT'S ALL THAT 
WE CAN AFFORD! 
I DID THE BEST 


i) 


“FINAL 
NoTice 


I’M NOT SAYING YOU 
DID ANYTHING WRONG, 
I’M SAYING THIS-- 
GOING STRAIGHT, 
ABIDING THE LAW--IS 
NOT WORKING 
FOR US. 

(IT JUST AIN’T! 

I DON’T KNOW ABOUT 
YOU--BUT THIS IS 

KILLING ME. LOOK AT 
THIS PLACE! LOOK 

AT HOW We’RE 

LIVING! 


WE TRIED... 
AND IT DIDN’T 
WORK. HOW LONG 
DO We KEEP 
FAILING BEFORE 
WE JUST Give 
up?! 


YOu 
MEAN--?! 


YEAH. GO STRAP ON 
THAT ALIEN PET OF 
YOURS AND LET’S 
GO STEAL SOME 
CRAP. 


MAGMANIAC 
AND TETHER 
TYRANT ARE 


BACK_IN 
BUSINESS! 


OH, MARK... 
THIS ISA 
SURPRISE. WHAT 
ARE YOU DOING ff 
Here? Able 


COULD YOU 
WASH THIS 
FOR ME? 


I KINDA, UH... I 
CAUGHT WILLIAM 
WEARING IT WHEN 

I WASN’T 


HOME... 


OH, HEY 
OLIVER. I APRIL TOOK THE 
THOUGHT YOU’D DAY OFF. ARE YOU 
BE WITH YOUR GOING TO BE HERE 
TUTOR. FOR ALITTLE BIT, 
MARK? 


I 
THINK | 
Y 


TELL ME ABOUT 
MY FATHER? 
MOTHER DEBBIE 
DOESN’T LIKE TO 
TALK ed 


“I HAVE COMPLETE RECOLLECTION 
OF EVERYTHING I’VE WITNESSED 
AND EXPERIENCED SINCE THE DAY 
I WAS BORN. 


“I REMEMBER LIVING ON MY 
HOME WORLD WITH MY MOTHER 
AND OUR FATHER. I REMEMBER 

THE MAN HE WAS TO ALL AROUND 
HIM, TO ME, MY MOTHER.” 


2) 
“I REMEMBER “HE WAS KIND, CARIN 
THE MAN MY I REMEMBER YOUR 
: INTERACTION WITH HIM 


WHEN YOU FIRST ARRIVED. 


Ln— 


“AND TO HEAR THE THINGS 
PEOPLE SAY OF HIM HERE. 
I’VE READ COUNTLESS 


REPORTS OF HIS BETRAYAL 
AND HIS CONFLICT WITH YOU. 


wy 
DK \g 
UNCOMFORTABLE. x 


“WHAT I HAVE DISCOVERED IN MY 
STUDY OF THE MATTER IS WHAT 


SEPARATE PEOPLE. ONE YOU AND 
I KNEW AS CHILDREN, A KIND, 
CARING MAN... AND THIS OTHER, “LOGIC WO! 
MORE SAVAGE MAN. ONE MUST BE AN ACT, THE 
- OTHER HIS 


“WHICH ONE DO YOU 
THINK IS THE REAL 
VERSION OF OUR 
FATHER?” 


“I DO NOT RECALL 
EVER HAVING REASON 
TO FEAR THE MAN. 


~AC4e | 2. 


HELL 
RE. 


=. 
WHAT IS 
THIS STUFF 
MADE 
A\ oF?! =: 
a 
iy 


SHE’S NOT 
y GOING TO LET 
GO UNLESS SHE 
WANTS TO, HERO. VCs 
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SO THAT 


Was GOOD, 
RIGHT? T 
DID GooD. 


THE PENTAGON. 


WELL, CONGRATULATIONS, & 
YOUNG MAN. THIS HAS y THANK YOU, 
WORKED OUT BETTER THAN Yj sir. I’M 
I COULD HAVE PREDICTED L / ; 
AND I WAS ALREADY 


PRETTY OPTIMISTIC. . er 
P| A 


Sie, I’M VERY SORRY 
RUPT BUT I 


HM. THE BOY HAS 


POWERS NOW, TOO? ™ I’M VERY SORRY, 
SOONER THAN I SS V.A. BUT I’M GOING 
EXPECTED BUT I’M > TO HAVE TO HANDLE 
NOT SURPRIS' HIS NOW. We’LL 
ING 
0 


ED... 
EVERYTH WITH TROU 
THAT BOY IS THAT APRIL DIDN’T 
ACCELERATED. INFORM ME ABOUT 
THIS. ESPECIALLY 


IF IT’S BECAUSE 
SHE DIDN’T G 
KNOW. 


AN ] 
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ll find Ryan 


ROBERT KIRKMAN: On this page you 


pencils and inks for the cover of this volume. I’ve got . \ 


“isn’t it awesome. 


nothing to say about it other than 


Ryan? Any stories? 


while drawing this cover. Man it was crazy. 
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oa backgroundless figure with tons of copy. 
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absolutely hated it. It’s just a figure on a white background but this thing ee, 


took me about 20 tries. And no we are not going to print my huge amount @ 


of failures. Some things are too embarrassing to show. | was definitely 
wishing we stuck to the first drawing with octoboss in there. I’m still not 


completely happy with the final drawing but | feel that way with a lot of 


my art when I look back on it. 


Robert. I’m glad | 
’s idea. | dug it! 


*t the guy. Pretty boring idea, 
t, which was all Robert 


ge. After sending in the sketches that appear on this page, Ryan said “can’t we have some action on this 
This resulted in Allen fighting Immortal on the cover — and it totally helped me shape the story into something cool. 


folks. 


an artist alive who can make two dudes sitting on the moon look cool but | ain 
© bugged him for more ideas, | loved doing the Immortal and Allen upside down figh 


KIRKMAN: Also on this page, the sketch and pencils for the cover of issue 44. 


© OTTLEY: Yeah the sketches for the cover show my sorry attempts at trying to make this situation interesting. Maybe there is 


e. would be a.cool ima 


e 
es cover?” 
©. Collaboration 
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¢ é should do for the cover... and | said “I don’t know — have Mark and Allen sitting on the moon talking.” Because | thought that 


. _ KIRKMAN: An unused sketch for the cover to issue 45... don’t remember 
- why we didn’t go with this? Maybe because | didn’t want to give away that 
. _ Allen gets taken captive in this issue? | think that was it. Also, pencils for 
- the cover to issues 46 and 47 and some sketches for the cover to 46. Rex 
7 _ looks awesome when he poses like... that. 


. . OTTLEY: The 45 sketch was basically a spoiler, so Robert asked me to 
” make Anissa and Allen fighting instead. The cover to 46 was a lot of fun. @ @¢ 
- . It’s the first time | got to draw Rex Splode with his new robotic hand tha 
” fires little explosives. | actually called Robert and asked him if it was coo 
- . if | made Rex’s hand look just like.....when someone says “I love you” in 
. sign language. He thought that was a cool idea, we are both huge fans o 
' . Jove, so it seemed appropriate. 


INwinciBle 


‘KIRKMAN: Pencils and inks for page 19 of issue 45...and also 
-Ryan’s son’s first published work. Tell the story, Ryan! Tell 
'_ the story! 


* OTTLEY: | work in an office away from home now, too many 
; distractions and a kid that wants to draw on everything at 

Z . home. There really isn’t too much to the story. | had to run to 
” . the bathroom and i forgot to lock the door to my room. My 
- . son Quentin who is 2 years old, grabbed a red marker and 
. went to town. | wasn’t the proudest father when i saw his 
- . soon to be first published work but I got over it. Now I’m 
. working on trying to get over him drawing with a permanent 
* . marker all over my computer chair and the neighbor’s new 
couch. Not cool Quentin, but keep drawing. 


Bie ol’ 
GRASS KNUCKIES 


KIRKMAN: Ryan’s first pass at “THE GIANT” which 


| deemed “not cool enough” and his final design 


which | deemed “totally awesome.” Also on this 


page — a vehicle for The Guardians of the Globe. | 


thought it high time they got a cool ride — now | just 
need to show it again other than in issue 42. 


Il tweak 


OTTLEY: And | want to draw that ship again, I 


it up a bit too. It'll look like their ship keeps getting 
parts upgraded but in reality it’s just me trying to 
learn and make things look better. It all works out. 


m7 


METAL SHES 


verticaly FoR 


WINGS TURN 


3 Labs FOLD out 


| wanted ° 


them to look like a really feminine . ” 


KIRKMAN: Ryan’srobotdesignforissue . ° 
® 46. Also, the designs for Dropkick and - 
Fightmaster--a cool duo we’re bound . ° 
version of Eddy Vedder... just for fun. * - 
1g like the robot that was drawn - ; 
_ in 46. sometimes change my designs. 
when i draw them in the book because © - 
1 feel the design needs a tweak OR | 
don’t want to search for my designs ” 
in a stack of papers. That can’t be 
‘ considered lazy though, because work ~ 


Vedder. I suck. And the robot looks “s 
is work. So. there. 


« OTTLEY: They look nothing like Eddie oe 


( 
q 
© to see more of eventually. 


®« nothin 


Mateerkl 


thick 


&— FEDDISH BRown 
Leathee —Like 


OTTLEY: I’ll do color designs more often. | love designing from start to finish, fun stuff. Can’t 


wait to see more of Nolan! 
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KIRKMAN: Awesome colored commission of Invincible. What was this done for, Ryan? 


OTTLEY: You just answered your own question. It’s a commission for a guy. Jeez Robert, get some sleep. 


with a mustache. .| think I’m going © 
- . to request an Omni-Man WITHOUT a 


”. (which | think is becoming a popular 
- .” request — Ryan?) and an Omni-Man » 
- mustache next time | see Ryan at a 
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-. OTTLEY: Hell, I'd draw him in a dress 

if it made you happy. | draw a few 

* + Invincible mustaches, along with an 
occasional Allen mustache at cons. 


~ sketch by Ryan. What an inspired suggestion 


© Lincoln/Immortal thing — brilliant. Also, Green 
ed Ghost by Ryan. Ryan does some of the best con 


sketches in the biz. 


OTTLEY: Thanks Robert..A mustacheless Nolan . 


ina dress is in the mail. 


KIRKMAN: This better not just be a joke for © - 


the sketchbook section — I'll be checking 


looking for this drawing, . 


my mail every day... 


specifically. 


Komodo Dragon (R.I.P.), 


KIRKMAN: More con sketches. 


Science Dog, and Monster Girl and Robot in a scene | am 


now DYING to work into the book. 


OTTLEY: Yeah | thought that Monster girl and Robot sketch 
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KIRKMAN: And we’ll leave you with three con 
sketches of Atom Eve... another fan-favorite. 
Ryan... you do a lot of these, huh? Interesting that , 
they’re all from the bust up. You ever thought about — 
just doing a head sketch of her... just to see if the 


fan asks you to keep drawing until he gets what ~ ee 


he’s really after? 


OTTLEY: HA! maybe | should charge more for , 


breasts. Eve is the second character | draw the . - i 


most at cons. Invincible is of course the first. 1 


really don’t mind though, so if you see me atacon . ° 


go ahead and ask for whatever character you want, 


it’s all fun for me. And the breasts are free, I just.“ - 


decided. 


. KIRKMAN: And we'll leave you with that, folks. ~* ¥ 
- . Thanks for reading! ee 


* . OTTLEY: Thanks everybody! See you later. 
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